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Charlotte MSA Visitation:

Total Annual Visitors	 18.8 million
Business	 5.3 million
Leisure	 13.5 million
Day Leisure	 7.7 million
Overnight Leisure	 5.8 million

Charlotte MSA Annual Visitor Spending:

Total Annual Visitor Spending	 $3.8 billion
Business	 $1.7 billion
Leisure	 $2.1 billion
Day Leisure	 $800 million
Overnight Leisure	 $1.3 billion

Charlotte Spending Per Person/Per Day:

Total	 $134.75 
Lodging	 $41.00 
Food	 $30.59 
Transportation	 $30.05 
Shopping	 $14.82 
Entertainment	 $11.86 
Miscellaneous	 $6.33 

We’re headed in the right direction.

Charlotte Visitor Household Income:

11%
$125,000 or more

20%
$80,000–$124,999

32%
Less than $40,000

5%
Did not respond

Charlotte Visitor Trip Timing:

22%
Third quarter

31%
Second quarter

34%
First quarter

13%
Fourth quarter

Top Leisure Activities in Charlotte:

1.	 Visiting Relatives 
2.	 Visiting Friends 
3.	 Shopping 
4.	 Fine Dining 
5.	 Rural Sightseeing 
6.	 Nightlife 
7.	 Urban Sightseeing 
8.	 Visiting Historic Sites 
9.	 Visiting Museums 
10.	 Theme Parks 
11.	 NASCAR/Motorsports 

Leisure Purpose of Stay in Charlotte:

7%
Outdoor recreation

79%
Visit friends/relatives

Sources: D.K. Shifflet & Associates, Ltd. (2008),  
Taylor Nelson Sofres (TNS) plc (2008)
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